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Managua Says U.S. Diplomats 
Involved in Espionage 


By Nancy Nusser 

Special to The Washington Post 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua, March 
13 The head of the Nicarag uan 
domestic intelligence servic e an- 
nounced today the arrest nt 
I nterior Ministry o fficials who he 
said worke d for the CIA. Ho ai«^ 
accused four U. S. diplomats who 
have served in the embassy here of 
being intelligence agents. 

In a news conference, Sandinista 
commander Lenin Cerna, chief of 
state security, said 1st Lt. Reynaldo 
Aguado Montealegre and 1st Lt. 
Jose Eduardo Trejos Silva at- 
tempted to obtain information about 
several topics, including the com- 
mand hierarchy of the state secu- 
rity system and about operations 
against the anti-Sandinista guerril- 
las known as contras or counterrev- 
olutionaries. 

Cerna also named four U.S . dip- 


would not comm ent on the espio- 
nage charges . 

“As a matter of policy, we do not 
c onfiggnt on intelligence matters~ nF~ 


W MIIVU iVUl U.O, mp - 

lomats he said were intelligence 
a gents: Bradley Cecil Johnson, for- 
mersecond secretary m the emhas. 
sy's economics section; Beniamin B. 
Wickham, former first secretary in 
the, political section: Stenheq ~n 
Murchison, first oerrftary in thr 
pol itical section, and Bonnie Sue 
Benner, the vice consu l! 

, Cerna did not describe precisely 
the diplomats' role or explain how 
they were identified as alleged in- 
telligence agents. He did not clarify 
how much information had been 
passed or explain how the two Ni- 
caraguans were caught. 

“We have our own means,” he 
said. 

An embassy official confirmed 
that Wickham and Johnson ha d 
worked at the embassy an d said 
they_arejiojonger in Nicaragua. He 
said Murcmson and Bennet areltUT 
i n the country. But the official 


alleged intelligence activitiesTThe 
otnciai said. 

^ knowledgeable source said 
_ U.S. Ambassador Harry E. Bergold 
Jr. was given a brief diplomatic note 
. about the accusations during a 
meeting this morning with Vice 
Foreign Minister Javier Chamorro. 
The source said the Sandinistas did 
not ask for the expulsion of the two 
diplomats still in Managua. 

State security chief Cerna 
presented equipment allegedly used 
by the two Nicaraguans, including 
cameras disguised as cigarette* 
lighters and an ashtray with a com- 
partment for hiding film. 

During the press conference 

Aguado Mo ntealegre said he wen t in 

M»anu last fafllo visit his moftSP 
after being told by his family that ahe~ 
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^ ~ idimiy mac ane 

was dying ot cancer. He said tha t 

WnilA 1A nma t * . 1,1 


^■i. < — » ~ itv miu uiai 

w jule ne was there, he was intm. 
duced to a man n amed William 
who 831(1 he worked fnr fhc 


- ( erez said that the story of 
Aguado’s mother's illness was a ploy 
to entice him to Miami and that he 
asked him t« collect information 
from inside Nicaragua, Aguado said. 
He added that he agreed to do so 
because of threats against his family.. 
He said before his return to Nicara- 
gua in November he met with sev- 
eral other agents who instructed him 
on how to use espionage equipment. 

He said he vas promised permis- 
sion to live in lie United States and 
a $5,000 moithly payment into a 
Miami bank account. 

The Sandini sta news pa per Rar > • 
Xicada sai d Trejos Siiva, the ot Her" 

detainee, ha d teen working fo r fTST. 
i:TA fnr fnpA — 


. . .. 11 worKJn * tor tne 

£IA for two y ears. He did not a p- 
pear at th e n ews confere nce - “ 
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